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They had no stock in the country, no interest, cnot the forty-
thousandth part of England5.
To such contentions a major-general replied that there
were better qualifications than land or riches, such as religion,
piety, and faithfulness to the Commonwealth, and these
virtues the new lords had. A major added, significantly, that
they had a balance more potent than territorial possessions—
namely, the sword. The commander of a regiment had as
good a balance as could be devised, and could do more
than most men. Cromwell intervened to call attention to
the need for harmony and constructive legislation amid foreign
and domestic perils. But Hcsilrigc and Scot, and the like,
were deaf to all reason. Come what might (and the gallows
awaited Scot and the Tower Hcsilrigc), they were determined
to pull down the protectorate. They were busily engaged upon
negotiating an alliance with disaffected officers in the army,
fifth-monarchy men, and fanatical preachers, and had a peti-
tion prepared for presentation to the house of commons. They
passed the word round for their supporters to be present there,
and hoped to carry a snap vote to restore the republic and
recall the Long Parliament* Unfortunately for them Cromwell
heard of their designs and, on the morning fixed for the pre-
sentation of the petition, hurried to parliament and dissolved
it, seeking no man's advice, and rebuking Fleetwood, who
remonstrated, with the phrase, *You are a milksop/ Thus
ended CromwelPs last parliament, The rupture seemed to
prove that he could not govern within the limits of a constitu-
tion, whether drafted by the army leaders or drawn up by
parliament.
In the speech that preceded the dissolution Cromwell ac-
cused members of playing the king of Scots' game, but, as it
happened, Charles II was unable to profit by the occasion- The
small army he had equipped in Flanders for the invasion of
England was ill paid, the vessels to transport it were blockaded,
and the older generation of royalists in England were apathetic.
Moreover, in spite of the incitements of republicans and fifth-
monarchy men, the army remained loyal. Indeed only one
regiment showed obvious signs of disaffection, and that,
strangely enough, was the protector's own regiment of horse,
which was the true descendant of the Ironsides Cromwell had
raised in the first civil war* Its commander, Major Packer,

